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1 
Preamble 

The States Parties to this Trerrfy 

1. Recognising the legitinlate political, security, econo~nic and co~lnnercial interests of 
States in the ilrternational trade of conventional arms and related items; 

2. Unrlerli~ii~ig the need to prevent, combat and eradicate ihe illicit trade of conventional 
anns; 

3. Recognising the sovereig~l right of States to regulate transfers that take place exclusively 
within their territory pursuant to their own legal or constitutiollal systems. 

4. Noting the absence of con~nlonly agreed global standards for the internatio~lal transfer of 
convelltional arnls; 

5. Recognizing the need to prevent the diversion of co~lvetltional arms from the licit to the 
illicit market; 

6, ~Mindfirl that the absence of cotntnonly agreed international statldards for the transfer of 
conventional arms that address, inter alia, the problems relating to the unregulated trade 
of cotlventional arms and their diversion to the illicit nlarket is a contributory factor to 
armed conflict, serious violations of interllatiollal hnma~tarian and hurnan rights law, the 
displacement of people, ar~ned violence, gender based violence, organized crime and 
terrorism, thereby under~ni~ling peace, reconciliation, safety, security, stability and 
sustaillable social and econolnic developtnent; 

7. Resolt~erl to do their utlnost to provide assistallce to the victinls of armed conflict, 
includiitg throt~gh appropriate medical care, rehabilitation, and social and econonlic 
reintegration; 

8. Bearing in ntind that existing national, regional and subregional best practices and 
i n s t ~ ~ ~ ~ n e n t s  on the international transfer of conventio~ial arnls call play an ilnporta~tt role 
in fin-thering the goals and objectives of an Arms Trade Treaty; 

9. E~~plinsising that State Parties may adopt more restrictive measures than those provided 
in the Arms Trade Treaty; 



2 
Principles 

1. Gziided by the purposes and principles enslxined in the Charter of the United Nations, 
and reaffir~ning the inherent right of all States to individual or collective self-defence as 
recognised in Article 5 1 ; 

2. Reuf$r.rning the right of all States to territorial integrity and political independence; 

3 .  Believing it necessaly for States to acquire conve~itioual arlns and related itelns to meet 
their legitimate national security concerns and in order to participate in peacekeeping 
operations in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations; 

4 .  Acknoivlerlging tlie responsibility of all States to effectively regulate and control the 
international transfer of conventional anns; 

5 .  Reaflrn?ifig the rights and obligations of States under international law, including 
intenlatio~ial humanitarian law and international human rights law; 

Have agreed rrs follo~vs: 

3 
Goals aud.Objectives 

This Treaty shall seek to inlprove regulation of the internatio~lal trade in conventional arms 
through the application of tlie highest possible international standards in order to: 

1. Reduce unnecessary human suffering; 

2. Mubit the diversion into tlie illicit market; and 

3. Pronlote transparency, accountability and the responsibility of States. 

4 
Scope 

A. Covered Itellis 

1. This Treaty shall apply to'all co~lventional arms, including, inter alia, those arms and 
related material that fall within the following categories, either ~natnled or utnnanned, 
whether exported in complete, partially asse~nbled or unassenibled fornl: 



a. Tanks 
b. Militaly velucles 
c. Artillery systems 
d. Militaly Aircraft 
e. Military Helicopters 
f. Naval Vessels (surface and submarine vessels) 
g. Missile and Missile Systenis (guided or unguided) including la~niching apparatus 
h. Stnall Amis 
i. Light Weapons 
j. An~n~ullitioll/Military Munitions 
k. Parts or conlponents specially designed for any of the categories listed in 

subparagraphs (a)-(i) of this paragraph 

2. State Parties shall establish, tnaintaiti, and publish a cotitrol list of tlie co~lventional arms 
they consider falls w i t l h  the scope of this Treaty. 

B. Covered Activities 

1. Tlus Treaty shall apply to all international transfers of conventional arms, hereafter 
referred to as "transfer," defined as: 

a. The physical movenlent of conventiotial alms into or from national territory, and 
wlucl~ includes the transfer of title or control over the conventional arms; or 

b. The transfer of title or control over the conventional arnls. 

2. A transfer does not include the supply of conventional arlns and related itelils by a State 
Palty to its armed forces or law ellforcelnent agencies stationed abroad or to support 
United Nations mandated peacekeeping operations. 

3. State Parties shall establish national legislation, regulations and adliii~listrative 
procedures, as appropriate, for transfers under the scope of this Treaty, including at a 
minimum for: 

a. Illiport (receiving coiivenlio~~nl nrnis into cr Stale Pnrly 's territory) 
b. Export (chri~ige oftitle, control or ois~iership of coiiveiiiioricrl nrnis) 
c. The control of brokers (jeople or entities acting as art interinedinry tl~c~t brings 

together relevniit yrrrties and arranges or fucilitntes a poteritial fl.misnction of 
coni~entional wr1n in retlnn for sor~le fornz of beneJit, ~vlietl~erJil?ai?cial or 
otherivise) 

d. Transit and T~ansl~pment  (jliysicnlpassnge across tlie territory of n Slate ivitli or 
~sithouf ivarehotrsing or clialige in /node oftra~isportatioii, as part of cr colitylele 
joztrney) 



1. States parties shall take all necessary measures to ensure that the goals and objectives of 
this treaty shall not be circumvented or undermined by items or activities, i~~cluding the 
transfer of unasse~nbled items, parts and compollellts that would allow for the ma~ufactt~re 
and asse~ilbly of conver~tional arms covered by the scope of the Treaty. 

5 
Prohibition on Transfers 

1. A State Party shall prohibit ally transfer of conventional arms if the transfer would violate 
any measure adopted by the Security Council acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of tlie 
Urlited Nations, in particular arms embargoes. 

2. A State Party shall prohibit ally transfer of conventional arms if the transfer violates its 
relevant interllational obligations. 

3. A State Party shall prohibit any transfer of c o ~ ~ v e ~ r t i o ~ ~ a l  arms if tlie transfer will be used 
to suppo~t, encourage, or perpetrate terrorist acts. 

4. A State Party shall prohibit ally transfer of collve~ltio~~al arn~s  from if the transfer will be 
used to coin~ltit gave  breaches of international humanitarian law. 

6 
Criteria 

In assessing whetl~er or not to authorize, suspend or revoke an application for an export of 
conventio~ial arms and related items withi11 the scope of this treaty, competellt ~kitiorlal 
authorities of States Parties shall make assess~ne~~ts on the basis of the criteria set out in A and B. 
I11 making such assess~nents, States Parties shall apply the criteria coasisterltly, taking into 
account all relevant information, includi~~g the ~iature and potential use of the items to be 
transferred, tlie end-user and the country of final destination. 

A. Pofenfinl ~~iolcitions ofInfernntional Lmv 

1. A State Party shall assess whether there is a substantial risk that tlie export of 
conventional arms under consideratio11 will: 

a. Be used to corntnit or facilitate serious violatiolls of i~lterl~ational l ru~na~l rights 
law. 

b. Be used to co~lmit  or facilitate serious violatio~ls of i~~ternational humanitarian 
law. 



c. Be used to comt~~it  or facilitate serious violatiolls of intesilational criminal law, 
includillg genocide, crimes against I~~inanity and war crimes. 

d. Be diverted to be used to colml~it any of the above 

2. Where substantial risks exist, there shall be an overriding presumption against 
autl~orization. 

3. In circul~~stances where autl~orisation is grailted despite the existence of a substantial risk, 
a State Party shall take appropriate precautionary and preventive measures to mitigate such 
risk, including such tlings as working with the recipient country, suspending or delaying 
autl~orisation, seeking further inforlllation or clarificatioll regarding t11e transfer or attaclli~lg 
conditio~ts to the transfer. 

B. Poter~tinl coi?seqtrences of export 

1. A State Party shall assess wl~ether there is a substantial risk that the export of 
conventional arms under co~~sideratiol~ will: 

a. Be used in a nlanner that would seriously underntille peace and security or, 
provoke, prolong or aggravate acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace. 

b. Be used to cotmnit or facilitate acts of transnatiol~al organised crinle as defined in 
the United Nations Col~vention Against Transnational Organised Crime. 

c. Be diverted to unauthorised end users, includillg into the illicit market, for use in a 
nlallner inconsistent with the goals and objectives of the Treaty. 

d. Be subject to conupt practices. 
e. Have severely adverse economic in~pacts within the recipient State that would 

significantly outweigl~ the security benefit of the export. 

2. Where a substantial risk exists, there shall be a strong presull~l~tion against authorisation. 

1. Implementation of all Treaty obligations, including autl~orizations and assessil~~nts 
enuulerated it1 Article XX, shall be utldertaken at the national level. 

2. Eacl~ State Party shall take all appropriate legislative and adlnillistrative nleasnres 
necessary to implenlent the obligations of this Treaty. 

3. Each State Party shall establish one or n~ore national contact points for issues related to 
this Treaty. A State Party shall notify the Implenielltation Support Unit (see Article XX) 
of its national contact point(s). A list of national contact points shall be maiutaiaed aud 



distributed to States Parties by the Irnple~nentation Support Unit on a quarterly basis. 

4. Each State Pai-ty is encouraged to rnaintain consultations and to share iriforn~ation 
regarding t l ~ e  implementation o f  this Treaty. 

5. Commulucation between national points of  contact is encouraged to support the 
application and unplelnentation o f  this Treaty. 

A. NATIONAL AUTHORITY AND SYSTEMS 

1 .  Each State Party shall designate conlpetent national autl~orities with defined duties that 
are responsible for ~naintainilig a transparent, predictable and effective national control 
system for authorizing the transfer o f  conve~~t io~~al  arms under the scope o f  this Treaty. 

2. Each State Party shall conduct assessments whether to approve, refuse, suspend or revoke 
authorizations for the export o f  convetrtional arms under the scope o f  this Treaty, in 
accordance with the criteria set out in Article XX. 

3. Each State Party shall take measures to ensure all autl~orizations for the export o f  
conventional arnis under the scope o f  this Treaty are detailed and issued prior to the 
export. Appropriate and relevant details o f  the authorization shall be made available to 
the import, transit and transshipment State Parties upon request. 

4. Each State Party shall take all necessary measures to control the activities of  brokers 
taking place under its jurisdictioll or control in  the context o f  transfers under this Treaty. 

Notification Systems 

1. Importing States Parties sllall take measures to ensure that appropriate and relevant 
information is provided, upon request, to the exporting State Party to assist the exporting 
State in its criteria assesslnent and to assist in verifying end users. 

2. Each State P a l 9  shall ensure that all conventional arms transferred to their territory as the 
final destinatioll are recorded. 

3. States Palties shall, where necessary, inonitor and control itenls covered under the scope 
o f  tlus Treaty that transit or transslup tlxough their territories. 

B. RECORD KJCEPING, REPORTIh'G AND TRANSPARENCY 

1 .  Each State Party shall ~naintaiil records o f  all conventional arms autl~orisations or exports 
o f  conventional arms issued under the scope o f  this Treaty. Suc11 records lnay contain, 



inter alia, quantity, tuodelltype, arms transfers autl~orized, arms actually transferred, 
details of transit State(s), recipient State(s) and end users. Records shall be kept for a 
minimum of twenty years. 

2. Each State Party shall ensure tliat all conventional arms transferred to their territory as the 
final destination or that are authorised to transit their territory, are recorded. Such records 
may contain, inter alia, quantity, modelltype, arnls actually transferred; details of transit 
State(s), exporting State(s) and end users. Records shall be kept for a tninimuln of twenty 
years. 

3. Each State Party shall, no later than 180 days after entry into force of this Treaty for tliat 
State Party, submit an initial report to the I~~iplementation Support Unit of all activities 
undertaken in order to unplement tlus Treaty, including inter alia, dolnestic laws, 
regulations alxl administrative measures. 

4. Each State party shall submit annually to the Implementation Support Unit an atmual 
report for the preceditlg year concerning the authorization or transfer of conventional 
a r k  covered in Part IC A (a-i) by 3 1 May for the preceding calendar year. 

5. Each State Party shall submit the same report as defined in paragraph 4 of this Article to 
the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms by 31 May for the preceditlg calendar 
year. 

C. ENFORCEMENT 

1. Each State Party shall adopt national legislation or otlter appropriate measures, including 
law e~lforcement and judicial mechanisms, as may be necessary to prolubit the export of 
conventional arms under the scope of tlus Treaty from their territory unless authorized in 
accordance with this Treaty by that State Party. 

2. Each State Part shall adopt necessary legislation or other appropriate tneasures to Y 
inspect and seize shipn~ents, consistent with international law. Where such inspection 
and/or seintre takes place the Parties to the transaction lnay consult and use, where 
necessary, the dispute settlement arrangements provided for undet this Treaty. 

3. Each State Party shall establish criminal and /or civil penalties and other appropriate 
r~ieasures for violations of ~lational legislation that implement the obligations set forth it1 
tiis Treaty. 

8 
Implemel~tation Support Unit 

1. Tlus Treaty establishes an hnpletl~entation Support Unit to assist States Parties in the 
iu~~plementation of the Treaty. 

2. The llnplelnentation Support Unit shall: 



a. Serve as the repository for reports submitted by States Parties. 

b. Assist tlie Assenlbly of States Parties i11 caartying out the activities set fort11 it1 

the Treaty and make arrangements and provide the necessary services for the 
sessions of the Assembly of States Paities and any subsidiary organs, as 
necessaly. 

c. Assist States Paities in providing information to the Assembly of States 
Parties and each other as envisaged in the Treaty, upon request. 

d. Facilitate offers and requests of assistance for Treaty 
inipleinentation under the tertns of tlus Treaty and promote 
international cooperation to that end, as needed. 

e. Ensure the necessary coordination with the Secretariats of 
relevant international and regional organizations and represent 
the hnplementation Support Unit in meetings and activities of 
SUC~I organizations, as applicable. 

f. Conduct outreach to increase awareness of tlus Treaty regime 
and to promote the universality of tlus Treaty. 

g. Perform other technical and adnlinistrative duties as assigned by 
the Assembly of States Parties or the Review Conference. 

9 
Irlternational Cooperation and Assistance 

1. States Parties shall encourage and facilitate international cooperation, including the 
exchange of infortnation on matters regarding the ii~~pleinentation and application of tlus 
Treaty. Such voluntary exchange of information may include, inter alia, infornlation on 
implementation measures as well as information on specific exporters, importers and 
brokers and on any prosecutions brought don~estically, in line with connl~ercial and 
proprietary protections. 

2. States Parties shall cooperate closely with one another, consistent ~vitll tlieir respective 
domestic legal and adtllinistrative systems, to enhatice the effectiveness of this Treaty and 
the abilities of States Parties to enforce and combat violations of tlie provisions of this 
Treaty. 

3.  States Parties shall, when appropriate and in accordance wit11 applicable agreements or 

9 



arrangetnents and their domestic laws and regulations, afford one another the witlest 
measure of mutual legal assistance hi investigations, prosecutions and judicial 
proceedings in relation to the violations of the national measures ilnplenlented to comply 
with obligations under of the provisions of this Treaty. 

4. In fiilfilling its obligations under this Treaty, each State Party may offer or receive 
assistauce, inter alia, tlwough tlie United Nations, intertlational, regional, subregional or 
national orga~lizatioas, non-govermne~ital organizations, or on a bilateral basis. 

5. States Parties may also undertake infoanation exchange on best practices in relation to 
any aspect of this Treaty. 

6. States Parties shall designate one or more llational points of contact to facilitate 
cooperation atid information exchange between States Parties, and to act as a liaison on 
all nlatters relating to tlie unplemetitation of this Treaty. 

A. Deposito~y and Authentic Texts 

1. The Secretary-General of tlie United Nations is the Depositoiy of this Treaty 

2. The original text of tlus Treaty, of which the Arabic, Clunese, English, French, Russian, 
and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations. 

B. Signature, Ratification or Accession 

1. This Treaty shall be open to all States for signature 0x1 [date] at tlie United Nations 
Headquarters in New York. 

2. The Treaty shall be subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by signatoly States. 
Instrt~mei~ts of ratification, acceptance or approval sl~all be deposited with the Secretary- 
General of tlie United Nations. 

3. The Treaty shall be open for accession by any State that has not signed the Treaty. 
Instrulneuts of accessioll shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. 

4. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall promptly inforni all signatory and 
acceding States of tlie date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of 
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession and tlie date of the entry into force of this 
Treaty, and of the receipt of other notices. 



C. El i t~y  into Force 

1. This Treaty shall enter into force thirty days followirig the date of tlie deposit of the 
sixty-fifth instlume~it of ratification, acceptance, approval or accessiori with tlie 
Secretary-General of the United Nations or thee years from tlie date of deposit of tlie 
tliirtietli instrumelit of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, wllicliever is 
earlier. 

2. For any State tliat deposits its inst~uments of ratification, acceptance, approval, or 
accession subsequent to the entry into force of this Treaty, the Treaty sliall enter into 
force thilty days following tlie date of deposit of their itistru~iie~it of ratification, 
acceptance, approval or accession. 

D. Withclra~val and Duration 

1. This Treaty shall be of unlimited duratioti. 

2. A State party, hi exercising its natiotial sovereignty, shall have the right to withdraw fro111 
this Treaty. States wishing to withdraw fro111 the Treaty must provide written notification 
addressed to all States Parties and the Depository, which includes a fill1 explaliatioli of 
tlie reasons for withdrawal. The witlidrawal shall take effect 180 days after the date of 
receipt of tlie ilotification, unless the notification specifies a later date. 

3. A State shall not be discharged, by reason of its witlidrawal, from the obligations arising 
from tlus Treaty wlule it was a party to the Treaty, including ally financial obligations. 

1. No reservations tliat are incoliipatible with the object and purpose of this Treaty sliall be 
per~iiitted. 

1. At any time after the Treaty's entry into force, a State Party niay propose an aine~idmetit 
to tlus Treaty. 

2. Any proposed ame~id~netit sliall be subinitted iii writing to tlic Depositoly and tlie 
I~nplenientatio~i Support Unit, which will then circulate tlie proposal to all States Parties, 
in order to seek their views on wliether an Amet~dnie~it Conference should be convened 
to co~isider the pro~~osal. If a majority of States Parties notify the Irnple~nentatio~i Support 
Unit that they support fi~rther consideration of the proposal 110 later than 90 days after its 
circulation, the I~iiple~neiitatio~i Suppoit Uuit shall convene a11 Atne~id~nent Conference 
to which all States Parties shall be invited. 

3. The Amendment Conference sliall be held immediately followitig tlie next scheduled 



tneeting of States Parties or a Review Cotference, utlless a majority of States Parties 
request that it be 11eId earlier. 

4. Any alnend~nettt to this Treaty shall be adopted by cot~setlsus of the States Parties present 
at the Amendment Conference. The Imnplementation Support Unit shall co~mnunicate any 
alnendn~erlt to all States Parties. 

5. Any an~endment to this Treaty shall enter into force for all States Parties to this Treaty 
that have accepted it, upon the deposit with the Depository of instrunlents of acceptance 
by a majority of States Parties. Thereafter, it shall enter into force for any relnaining State 
Party on the date of deposit of its i~~s t r~~rnen t  of acceptance. 

G.  Assembly of States Parties 

1. An Assetnbly of States Parties to this Treaty is established to improve the capacity of 
States Parties to promote the implementation of this Treaty or to consider any tnatter with 
regard to the application or ilnplemnentation of this Treaty. 

2. The Assetnbly of States Parties shall be convened not later than one year followi~~g the 
entry h t o  force of this Treaty. The Assembly of States Parties sl~all adopt ~u les  of 
procedure and rules governing its activities, includi~lg frequency of lneetings and rules 
concer~ung paytnerlt of expenses incurred in carryiilg out those activities. 

3. For years when a Review Conference is scheduled, no Assenlbly of States Parties will be 
held, and instead, two preparatory committee lneetings shall be convened to prepare for 
the Review Conference. 

4. 1f circumstances merit, an exceptional tneetu~g of States Parties lnay be convened if 
required and resources allow. 

H. Review Conferences 

1. A Review Conference shall be convened by the Secretary-General of the United N?t' r 1011s 
five years after the entry into force of tlus Treaty and every five years thereafter, unless 
otherwise agreed by a Review Conference. The purpose of the Review Conferences shall 
be to review the in~ple~nelltation and operation of this Treaty and, when appropriate, 
consider amendlnent proposals. 

2. The preparatory meetings for the Review Confererlce shall agree upon the procedures 
necessary to achieve the objectives of the Review Conference, itlcluding, inter alia, 
facilitating activities by States Parties under the articles of this Treaty; reviewing the 
impletnentation of the Treaty; a l~d making recolnlnendatiolls to improve this Treaty and 
its unplementation and operation. 

I. Consultation 



1. States Parties may co~lsiilt each other and request ilfor~natioa for any matter regarding 
the implemerltatiorl and operation of this Treaty. 

2. States Parties shall provide informati011 requested in accordarlce with paragraph 1 of this 
kticle, subject to their domestic legislation. Requests for collsultatioll or infor~llatio~l 
shall be rilade in writing to the relevant ~latiotlal contact poitrts. 

J. Dispute Settleluent 

1. States Pal-ties shall collsult and cooperate with each other to settle any dispute that may 
arise with regard to the application or the interpretation of tlus Treaty. 

2. States Parties shall settle ally dispute between them concerning the interpretation or 
application of this Treaty throng11 llegotiatio~ls between the relevant parties. 

I<. Relatiolrs with States uot party to this Treaty 

1. Each State party shall encourage States not party to this Treaty to ratify, accept, approve 
or accede to this Treaty with the goal of achieving universal adilere~lce. 

2. States Parties shall apply Articles XX and XX to all transfers from its territo~y, includiilg 
to those States not party to this Treaty. 

L. Relationship with other iustrumetlts 

1. This Treaty shall 1101 affect existing bilateral and ~nultilateral agreements or the right of 
States Parties to enter such agree~nents, provided that these agreements are co~~~patible 
with their obligations under this Treaty and do not undennhe the goals arld objectives of 
this Treaty. 


